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How to Find information 
about Horizon 2020





Horizon 2020 web-page

http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/

Draft programmes for 2016-2017
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/draft-work-

programmes-2016-17

Horizont 2020 Participant Portal
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal

Horizon 2020 help-desk  
http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=enquiries

Horizon 2020: Additional information

http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/draft-work-programmes-2016-17
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal
http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=enquiries


Horizon 2020: Additional information



Horizon 2020: New strategy for 
international cooperation in 

research and innovation



Three main objectives:

• Strengthen the Union's excellence and attractiveness in 

research and innovation as well as its industrial and 

economic competitiveness;

• Tackle global societal challenges;

• Support the Union's external policies.



International Cooperation in Horizon 2020

General opening (automatic funding also to ICPC countries, but not any 

more to BRIC + Mexico)

Targeted activities in Societal Challenges and Industrial Leadership

Projects with required or preferential 3rd country participation

joint calls, multi-lateral activities, ERA-NETs

Excellent Science

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Fellowships : strong international dimension

Development of global research infrastructures (Carnegie Group-CA, JP, 

RU,US)

ERC open to researchers from all over the world - research to be carried 

out mostly in Member States or Associated Countries



• Dedicated cross-cutting actions – Inclusive, Innovative and Secure

Societies challenge

• Support for to policy dialogue

• Networking and twinning activities

• Coordination of EU and MS/AC international cooperation policies

• Strengthening of European presence in international partner countries

• For 2016-2017 calls: https://incontact.etag.ee/topics

International Cooperation in Horizon 2020

https://incontact.etag.ee/topics




Consortium Building



Always start with an attitude: 

Yes, we can do it! 



How to better participate in H2020

• Consider being a partner in a consortium

• Read Work Programme carefully

• Formulate your role in a project
• Based on your expertise

• Contact your former partners

• Try to find new partners

• Do yourself visible and attractive



Read Work Programme carefully

• Work programme follows the evaluation criteria

• Proposers are offered sufficient flexibility and freedom of

choice

• Careful reader of the work programme should get a clear

message of needs and expectations



Formulate your role in a project:

Group A

Has project idea and 
would like to be the 

coordinator

Group B

Has project idea but
does not want to be the 

coordinator

Group C

Does not have an idea 
but would like to be 

beneficiary 



If you have a project idea and you would like to be 
the coordinator

• Analyse the needs of your project: Try to find the BEST partners

• Your partner should

– be eligible

– answer the needs of your project

– have complementary skills

– produce an added value for the project 

• Where and how you can find the best partner?

– Screen you own existing international contacts

– Use the network of national contact points

– Publish or disseminate your partner search

– Attend information days, brokerage events etc



If you have a project idea but you do not want to be 
the coordinator

Define clearly your project idea and try to find the MOST 

EXPERIENCED coordinator & consortium

– Again check the eligibility criteria (type of the institution, geography...)

– Screen the former coordinators

– Screen you own existing international contacts

– Use the network of national contact points

– Attend information days, brokerage events

– Screen best practices



If you do not have an idea but you would like to be a 
beneficiary 

• Describe yourself : MOTIVATION LETTER

– Check if you are eligible for the call

– Try to find the coordinators, call your friends & colleagues

– Define: your potential contributions to the project and the consortium

– Screen the existing projects

• and again... 
– Screen you own existing international contacts

– Use the network of national contact points (partner profile tools)

– Publish your profile



Do yourself visible and attractive

• Review critically your own web-page

• Compile a sound researcher profile

• Share the profile 

• in databases

• among friends



Visualizing Friendships

By Paul Butler, 13 December 2010
http://www.facebook.com/notes/facebook-engineering/visualizing-friendships/469716398919



https://www.linkedin.com/



http://www.researchgate.net/



Your data in RIS



http://cordis.europa.eu/home_en.html



In Sum:

• Get familiar to

• Horizon 2020 web pages and docs

• Participant portal structure

• Keep eye on H2020 docs, calls and deadlines

• Be active in finding partners

• There are opportunitites in H2020

• EC looks for diversities

• EC looks globally

• Excellence is always welcome



Horizon 2020 in Estonia

Estonian Research Council

www.etag.ee

www.horisont2020.ee

H2020 National Coordinator: ulle.must@etag.ee


