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The National Innovation System 

Interministerial  

Innovation 
Commitee 

President of 
Chile 

Ministry of 
Economy 

CORFO 

Ministry of 
Education 
CONICYT 

National  
Innovation 
Council for 

Competitiveness 

Strengthens the 
scientific and 

technological base 

Promotes the 
formation of advanced 

human resources 

Fosters 
entrepreneurship and 

innovation 

Promotes technology 
transfer 

Innovation and 
Guidelines 
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CONICYT’s Budget Evolution 

Source: CONICYT 
Note: Average peso/dollar exchange rate of last quarter: US$1= 486.75 Chilean pesos, Central Bank of Chile. Calculated in average USD 2012.  
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What do we fund? 
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• Scholarships  
34.8% of total budget 

 

•PhD and Master 
(national and 
international) as well as 
postdoctoral stays and 
doctoral internships 
overseas.  

• By 2013: 

• 2158 PhD students in 
136 accredited 
programs 

• 1674 PhD students 
(150 top universities 
in the world) – Becas 
Chile 
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• FONDECYT 
29% of total budget  
 

• Research lines by 
individual scientists in all 
areas of knowledge. 

• By 2013: 

• 1783 Regular projects 
(893 w/international 
collaboration) 

• 690 Initiation projects  
(264 w/ international 
collaboration) 

• 416 postdoctoral 
positions (call open 
worldwide) 
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• FONDEF - FONIS  
6.4% of total budget 

 

• FONDEF: 
Industry/University 
collaboration in applied 
science/engineering.  
55 projects under the 
IDeA Program funded 
in 2012. 

• FONIS: 
Encourage and build 
capacities for applied 
research in the field of 
health. 
41 projects funded in 
2012. 



-  C O N I C Y T  -  
6 

What do we fund? cont. 
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• Long-term associative 
projects, ca. 2 USD 
million/year, 5+5 years 

• FONDAP (8 + 4): 
address national 
problems or 
opportunities 
(natural 
laboratories). 

•Basal (13): basic 
science with tech 
transfer 

•Millennium Initiative 
– Basic science 

• International  R&D 
Centers of Excellence   
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• International 
Relations Program 
2013 budget is 5X 
higher than in 2010. 

• 5 joint research projects 
co- funded in 2012 
between CONICYT and 
NSF. 

• 38 international 
network projects 
funded between 2010 
and 2012  

•  International Alliances 
of Excellence with 
Columbia University, 
MIT, Harvard, among 
others. 
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•Regional Program 

(14 regional centers in 
different regions of Chile) 
•Equipment 
•Science in society and 
schools 

•Scientific 

information Program. 
•Attraction/Insertion 
(over 120 scientists have 
been attracted to Chilean 
universities between 
2010 and 2013).   
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International 
Cooperation 

Scholarships 

National Fund for 
Scientific and 
Technological 
Development 
(FONDECYT) 

Attraction and 
Insertion of Advanced 

Human Capital 

Other programs: 

Astronomy, FONDAP, 
Regional, Associative 

Research 

CONICYT major programs open to  
foreign researchers 
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Program of International Relations 

Source: DIPRES & CONICYT 
* Executed budget for 2008,2009,2010,2011 and 2012 
* Planned budget for 2013 
* Calculated using the average exchange rate for each year, Central Bank of Chile 

International Cooperation 
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International Cooperation 

Program of International Relations 
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s •Bilateral joint 
projects carried 
out by Chilean and 
foreign 
researchers 

 

 

•2 to 3 years 

 

•Around 100,000 
USD per year 

 

•Calls: vary 
depending on the 
counterpart 
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s •International 
collaboration 
projects between 
worldclass  
research teams in 
Chile and 
researchers 
abroad 

 

•3 years 

 

•Around 100,000 
USD per year 

 

•Annual call 
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s •Creation of 
international 
networks through 
short stays, 
workshops and 
internships 

 

•1 year 

 

•30,000 to 50,000 
USD per project 

 

•Annual call 
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International Cooperation 

Program of International Relations 
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s • Mobility in the frame 
of bilateral research 
projects 

 

• 1 to 2 years 

 

• 4,000 to 10,000 USD 
per project 

 

• Annual call In
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• Joint collaboration  
with institutions 
(MIT, Harvard, 
Columbia, 
UCBerkeley) 

 

• 1 to 2 years 

 

• 30,000 USD per 
project 

 

• Annual call 
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CONICYT-NRF Joint Call for proposals in support of 
international networking between research centers 

Program of International Relations 

Short-length training internships at research 
centers abroad 

Research visits to centers in Chile and 
overseas 

Organization of bilateral workshops or 
seminars in Chile 

Access to scientific and technological 
equipment 

Support for activities that promote international 
networking between Chilean and Korean science 
and technology research centers 

Applicants must provide a formal letter of 
commitment from the foreign research center to 
collaborate with the Chilean center 

Each selected project will be awarded by 
CONICYT up to around USD 30,000 

Proposals funded both by 
CONICYT and NRF 

Chilean research center 
applies to CONICYT 

Korean research 
center applies to NRF 

Contact: 
NRF: shpahk@nrf.re.kr 

CONICYT: mmesonero@conicyt.cl 
 

International Cooperation 
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2013 New International Networking Projects between research centres  
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FRANCE 
CERIC 
IRD 
CDA-PR 
INRIA SOPHIA ANTIPOLIS-MEDITÉRRANÉE 
CNRS 

ARGENTINA 
INSTITUTO DE DESARROLLO ECONÓMICO Y SOCIAL -NÚCLEO DE 

ESTUDIOS SOBRE MEMORIA 
UNIVERSIDAD TORCUATO DI TELLA 

URUGUAY 
UNIVERSIDAD DE LA REPÚBLICA 
INSTITUTO PASTEUR 

USA 
CULTURAL FOUNDATIONS OF EDUCATION 

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 
CENTER FOR SCHOOL COUNSELLING 

OUTCOME RESEARCH AND EVALUATION 
STEVENS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY  

BRAZIL 
NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 
UNIVERSIDADE FEDERAL DE RIO 
GRANDE DO NORTE 

GERMANY 
DESIGUALDADES.NET 
INSTITUT FUER METEOROLOGIE UND KLIMATOLOGIE 
DATA PROCESSING AND RESEARCH CENTER (DCP) 
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE EVALUATION OF 
EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT 

CANADA 
UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO 
VANCOUVER POSTRATE CENTRE 
RYERSON UNIVERSITY 

FINLAND 
INSTITUTE FOR 
MOLECULAR 
MEDICINE FINLAND 

NEW ZEALAND 
ENERGY CENTRE AT 
THE UNIVERSITY OF 
AUCKLAND 
BUSINESS SCHOOL 

NETHERLANDS 
UNIVERSITY 
MEDICAL CENTER 
GRONINGEN 
DELFT URBAN 
WATER CENTRE 

UK 
UCL RESEARCH DEPARTMENT OF CELL AND 
DEVELOPMENTAL BIOLOGY 
POWER ELECTRONICS MACHINES AND 
CONTROL GROUP, ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS 
AND OPTICS RESEARCH 

THAILAND 
CENTRE FOR 
IMMUNOLOGY AND 
INFECTIOUS DISEASE 
(BLIZARD INSITUTE) 

132 

28 
Proposals received 

Projects awarded 

International Cooperation 
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Call for proposals in support of international networking 
between research centers 

Program of International Relations 

North 
America 

37% 

Europe 
30% 

Asia 
11% 

South 
America 

19% 

Oceania 

3% 

Country 
# of 

projects 

North America 25 

United States 17 

Canada 7 

Mexico 1 

South America 13 

Argentina 2 

Brazil 9 

Uruguay 2 

Europe 20 

France 5 

Finland 1 

Germany 7 

Netherlands 2 

United Kingdom 5 

Asia 7 

China 3 

Japan 3 

Thailand 1 

Oceania 2 

New Zealand 2 

Total 67 

Source: DRI - CONICYT 

Funded projects between 2010 and 2013 

International Cooperation 
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314 
Foreign 

co-researchers 

597 
Foreign PI 

FONDECYT 

658 
Visiting 

researchers 
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Success 
rate 

2013: 
55% 

Success 
rate 

2012: 
53% 

Success 
rate 

2013: 
55% 

Funding 
instrument: 

Regular 

Funding 
instrument: 

Initiation 

Funding 
instrument: 

Postdoc 

National Fund for Scientific and Technological 
Development (FONDECYT) 

Number of foreign researchers in FONDECYT projects 
2010-2013 
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FONDECYT 

National Fund for Scientific and Technological 
Development (FONDECYT) 

Foreign Postdocs 
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Distribution of foreign postdocs per area of 
research  

(% of total): 

Physics and 

Astronomy 

31% 

Biology 

20% 
Mathematics 

12% 

Engineering 

9% 

Chemistry 

8% 

Other 

research 

areas 

20% 

Distribution of postdocs per country of origin 
(2010-2013) 

Source: FONDECYT - CONICYT 

Source: FONDECYT - CONICYT 
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FONDAP 

Fund for Research Centers of Excellence 

Genome 
Regulation 

 

Geothermal 
Energy 

 

Intercultural and 

Indigenous Studies 

 

Climate and 
Resilience 
Research 

Conflict and 
Social 

Cohesion in 
today’s Chile 

Medicine for 
XXI century 

chronic 
diseases 

Integrated Natural 
Disasters 

Management 
 

Solar Energy 
 

Sustainable 

Urban 
Development 

  
 

Sustainable 
Aquaculture 

Research 
 

Water 
Resources 

USD 1.7 million*  

per year  
over a period of  

5 years  
(+ 5 more years) 

* 11/04/2013 Exchange rate: 1 USD = 468.850 CLP   

Proposals must 
include a renowned 
foreign institution 
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Thank you 
 

garenas@conicyt.cl  


