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INTERAMERICAN MATERIAL SCIENCE COLLABORATION (CTAM)

CONICYT, hus been part of this-Program from the bepinning, as Material Sciences Us a
discipline that crosses wlmost the whole spectnmm of scientific and technological
knowledes, as well as, the essential role taar mrernational collaboralion plavs in s
denvelomnent

Materials and process will play an ever increasing role in improving cnergy cllicieney,
promoting  cnvironmental protection, lowering  health- care cosls, developing an
intormalion infrastruchurs, and providing modetn and reliable -transpottation and eiwil
liragiuctore systems. Advances in materals scicnes aod eogineering enable progress
across 4 browd ranpe of scientific disciplines and technologmieal arcas with signilicant
umpacts on sociely.

Contmtwied progress in malcrialy gcience and engincering is increasingly dependent upon
collaborative cfforts among several different diseiplines, as well as closer coordination
among [unding agencics and effective partnerships invalving universities, industry. and
malional laboratories. Because of the interdependence of coutrizs’s naoliomal priccilics,
parmerships are not euly inportant at the national level bt from an inicmabional puin. ol
wiew as well

Trom 19945 the TTnited Stalcs Nabonal Secicnce Foundation (NSF) has been Interested in
promoting and suppoerting the esmblishment of a4 nevwork in wwatesial sciences. To this a
series of workshops were organized

The tecommiendations that cmerged ffom twse workshops ineluded: identilying and
supporling conperative roscarch projects that leverzge the strungths of each country” =
selentific conumumity; the extensive nse of cleclromic cormuaications, informalion
cxchangus, and databases to premote znd facilitare research collaboralions; and sducation
activities at the mlormational levels,

In Janwary 2002, reprosentabives [rom research funding agencies in the Americas met in
Brasilia, Brazil, to explore ways lo implement the workshop recommendations. A
covrdinated mlti-apeney program for [nter-American Malerials Colluboration was created
w0 suppor mameruls reseacch collahorations and networking efforts betwoen scivntists in
partcipaling counliies,

The purticipaling apencies cumently mclude CONICET (Argeniing), CNPyg (Brazil),
NHERC (Cauada), CONICYT (Chils), COLCIENCTAS (Colomba), CONACY'T (Mexico),
and NSH (LISA).



